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The Beginning

This year, IMWA’s journal Mine Water and the Environment 
is celebrating its 40th volume, and by the end of 2021, more 
than 1000 articles will have been published in this journal 
(author and article index on  www.​IMWA.​info/​autho​rindex 
and www.​IMWA.​info/​artic​les). A total of 2299 authors con-
tributed to these articles, ranging from Abaci et al. (1992) 
to Żurek et al. (2018).

It is a long history of ups and downs, which started with 
the journal’s first issue in March 1982 (Fig. 1); at that time, 
the journal’s title was the International Journal of Mine 
Water (www.​IMWA.​info/​40th-​anniv​ersary-​volume.​html). 
It was initiated by the founding fathers of IMWA and the 
first Editor-in-Chiefs were Raghu Singh and Rafael Fernán-
dez Rubio (Wolkersdorfer 2002). From this year, until April 
2000, it was self-published by the association. Between 1982 
and 2000, issues of the journal were printed in Granada, 
Madrid, Budapest, Nottingham, Castro Verde, Wollongong, 
Denver, and Loveland. During that time, IMWA often did 
not have enough manuscripts; therefore, volumes 8, 15, and 
16 never appeared in print. One of the reasons for this is 
that IMWA didn’t have many members at that time, and the 
journal was not as well-known as it is today.

That situation changed substantially when the current 
Editor, Bob Kleinmann, became Editor-in-Chief during the 
Bled/Slovenia IMWA Congress in 1997. He was able to 
attract new authors to the journal, so that the journal could 
be published regularly and changed its name to Mine Water 
and the Environment. Still, the journal was mainly known 
primarily by the IMWA family, until the newly appointed 
IMWA councillor, Christian Wolkersdorfer, got in contact 

with the international publisher Springer (now Springer 
Nature) in 1999. During the Katowice, Poland Congress, 
Christian Witschel from Springer Heidelberg informed the 
IMWA EC about the details of the publishing process. This 
resulted in some long nights, where the Editor-in-Chief and 
the Technical Editor learned how to format the papers using 
MS Word to meet the Springer layout criteria. Eventually, 
this meeting resulted in a professional relationship between 
IMWA and Springer, with the first issue published in Berlin 
in December 2000.

With Springer

Mine Water and the Environment’s first issue with Springer 
had to be published under extreme time pressure, as neither 
Bob Kleinmann (Editor-in-Chief) nor Christian Wolkers-
dorfer (Technical Editor) had sufficient experience in pro-
fessional publishing of a journal. Indeed, until 2007, Bob 
Kleinmann and Christian Wolkersdorfer were typesetting 
all of the manuscripts in MS Word. Therefore, the issue was 
printed on a needle-printer at the Springer Berlin office and 
sent to the printing house Universitätsdruckerei H. Stürtz 
AG in Würzburg/Germany—the results, although a great 
improvement over the society-published issues—still left a 
lot of room for improvement. Another issue, which had to 
be finished under special conditions, was Supplement 1 to 
Volume 23 (March 2004). During formatting and proofread-
ing of the text and figures, the hydrogeology department of 
TU Bergakademie Freiberg/Germany had to be evacuated 
because there was a danger that the roof would collapse. 
But even this Supplement was finished in time and sent to 
Springer for printing and shipping. Since then, the typeset-
ting and final manuscript handling gradually improved; it is 
now done by SPS in India, which was sold by Springer to 
SPi Global at the end of 2019.

Though Springer applied immediately to the Insti-
tute for Scientific Information (now Clarivate Analytics) 
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to have the journal listed in the Science Citation Index, 
hoping to obtain a Journal Impact Factor (JIF) for Mine 
Water and the Environment, after three years of wait-
ing, we missed the technical criteria by 20 citations (200 
were needed). Therefore, we had to wait for another few 
years, until the journal got its first JIF in 2010 (Kleinmann 
2020a), which was 1.039. This means that, on average, the 
journal’s papers were cited in other journals more or less 
the same number of times as the number of articles it pub-
lished. Since then, the number of manuscripts submitted 
and published have increased rapidly (Kleinmann 2020b), 
and the quality of the papers and the JIF have continued 
to improve. The journal’s latest JIF is 2.883, meaning that 
on average, the papers published in the journal the pre-
vious two years were cited in other journals about three 
times. During the year 2020, a total of 285 manuscripts 
were received, of which roughly 30% have been or will be 
published. Compared to the situation 16 years ago (Wolk-
ersdorfer 2004), this is an improvement that Springer has 
been completely surprised by, as it is an extremely high 
JIF for such a specialized journal.

Editorial Team, Authors and Reviewers

Since the IMWA journal was found, it has had two Editors-
in-Chief and five Assistant Editors. From 1982 until 1995, 
Raghu Singh was the Editor-in-Chief, assisted by Rafael 
Fernandez-Rubio from 1982 to 1988 and Donald Arm-
strong from 1991 to 1995.

Bob Kleinmann (Fig. 2) has served as the journal’s 
Editor-in-Chief since 1998, supported by the assistant 
Editor Adrian Brown from 1998 to 2000 and Colin Booth 
from 2001 to 2007. Starting in 2017, Anne Weber became 
the journal’s Assistant Editor. Beginning in 2000, Chris-
tian Wolkersdorfer has served as Technical Editor and 
Graphics Editor, and now serves as the Managing Editor. 
Between 2008 and 2011, the Graphics Editor was Romy 
Matthies, ensuring that the graphics quality was techni-
cally correct. Besides this core team, the journal currently 
has 32 Associate Editors and ten individuals who serve as 
the journal’s International Editorial Board.

An additional reason for the journal’s relevance is that 
the abstracts of all the papers are translated into three lan-
guages: Chinese, Spanish, and German. This increases the 

Fig. 1   Cover of the first issue of the “International Journal of Mine 
Water” with the original IMWA logo

Fig. 2   Bob Kleinmann in 2018, after having been awarded with 
IMWA Honorary Membership
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journal’s visibility on the internet, consequently increas-
ing the number of citations to the journal’s articles. Nine 
colleagues (Changshen Wang, Jörn Geletneky, Helmuth 
Landsmann, Joscha Opitz, Walter Pohl, Martin Schultze, 
Wilfried Uhlmann, Kai-Uwe Ulrich, Edgardo Donati, and 
until recently, Michael Paul) have translated the English 
abstracts. This process is managed by Josepha Zielke.

Of the 2299 authors of the papers published between 
1982 and 2000, the 10 most frequent authors are: RN Singh, 
Ch Wolkersdorfer, M Benzaazoua, B Bussière, JP Maree, R 
Hakkou, PL Younger, R Fernández-Rubio, CH Gammons, 
and RE Williams. Yet, the most cited papers, according 
to the Web of Science (WOS) are Li et al. (2013; 124 ×), 
Skousen et al. (2017; 106 ×), Li et al. (2018; 90 ×), Mudd 
(2008; 76 ×) and Prasad and Sangita (2008; 70 ×). Unfortu-
nately, 25% of the papers listed in the WOS have never been 
cited in any other journal evaluated in the WOS—which 
does not mean they are not cited in books, proceedings vol-
umes, or journals outside of the WOS.

All of these papers could not have been published without 
the excellent work of nearly 1000 reviewers, of which 811 
have helped since the journal has published with Springer/
Springer Nature. Of these, the 10 most active reviewers have 
been: Mohammad Valipour, Kevin Myers, Cleber Gomes, 
Miran Veselič, Kevin Morin, Martin Mkandawire, Broder 
Merkel, Donglin Dong, Andrew Johnstone, Li Bo, and Ben 
B. Faulkner. Together, these individuals reviewed 36% or 
353 manuscripts.

As the quality of the journal increased, it was thought 
that the most excellent papers should be recognized, and the 
idea of a “Best Paper Award” evolved (Fig. 3). The Interna-
tional Editorial Board was given the responsibility of read-
ing all of the journal’s published papers and selecting the 
best. However, as the number of published papers continued 
to increase, the International Editorial Board had to read 
and evaluate more and more papers, until after seven years, 
they found themselves overwhelmed, and we made the dif-
ficult decision to stop giving out the award. Between 2008 
and 2014, seven papers won an award, with the first authors 
being Bob Hedin, Natalie Kruse, Susanna Kihlmann, Anna 
Bogush, Hans van der Sloot, Santiago Jardón, and Ihssan 
Dawood (www.​IMWA.​info/​imwa-​awards/​best-​paper-​award.​
html).

Celebrating the 40th Issue

As discussed above, the partnership with Springer Nature, 
the journal’s world class editorial team (who all serve with-
out any financial compensation), our outstanding authors 
and reviewers, and the journal’s ranking in the Science Cita-
tion Index have all helped the journal to see its 40th birthday 
at the end of this year. To celebrate this birthday, the first 

issue this year was a special issue about tailings storage, 
guest edited by one of the journal’s founders: Rafael Fernán-
dez Rubio, and the second was another special issue on mine 
water inrushes in China, guest edited by Wanfang Zhou, 
Shuning Dong, and Hao Wang. The following two issues 
will include some recollections (like this one), perspective 
papers, and success stories from our older IMWA members, 
along with as many of the normal technical papers as we can 
fit. However, the most obvious aspect of the 40th issue is the 
redesign of the journal’s cover, including a new cover image.

The Journal’s New Cover

More than 20 years ago, Bruce Dudgeon and Christian 
Wolkersdorfer designed the journal’s previous cover (Fig. 4). 
Since then, until this year, the front image was from a Ger-
man underground uranium mine and the back showed a mine 
dump from a German lignite mine. At that time, Springer 
wanted Mine Water and the Environment to complement 
their German journal Grundwasser [Groundwater]. There-
fore, the cover designs were nearly identical. Yet, over the 
years, the editorial team of Mine Water and the Environment 
got a little bit tired of the blurry blue cover design, and sev-
eral design proposals were made, none of them convincing 
all of the core team members.

So, early in 2020, all IMWA members, journal authors 
and reviewers were asked to send outstanding mine water 
images to the Managing Editor. Of the 103 photographs 
that were sent in, 70 had the required technical quality, but 
only 47 showed mine water content. These were therefore 

Fig. 3   “Mine Water and the Environment” best paper award 2010
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entered into a poll; 278 of you participated, and the first 
eight images of the 70 became quickly obvious. Of these, 
four will be shown on the front and the other four on the 
back of each individual issue in 2021 (Table 1, Fig. 5).

Because of the success of that effort, the Editors have 
decided that IMWA members should again choose the cover 
design in future years. Fritz Schmuhl, who is currently 
responsible for our journal at Springer Nature, agreed that 

Fig. 4   Original images for the cover. Left: Niederschleam/Alberoda uranium mine, Germany, level-990 (photographer: Christian Wolkersdorfer 
1994); right: Goitzsche open pit lignite mine, Germany (photographer: Robert Kringel 2000)

Table 1   Image authors of the eight selected mine water images for the 2021 covers of “Mine Water and the Environment”

Image Author Votes Percentage Image Content

Mike Moncur 117 42% Abandoned Cu–Zn mine, Manitoba, Canada
Peter Klampfl 111 40% Abandoned Chamosit iron mine, Schmiedefeld/Thuringia, Germany
Peter Klampfl 104 38% Abandoned Shale mine Kolditz/Thuringia, Germany
Eduardo Silva 104 38% La Corta Atalaya de Minas de Río Tinto, Spain
Mike Moncur 93 34% Abandoned Cu–Zn mine, Manitoba, Canada
Skousen/Kruse-Daniels 83 30% Quicklime doser results, Raccoon Creek, Ohio, USA
Frank Kremer 82 30% Harpen lake, receiving mine water from the Robert Müser coal mine, Bochum, Germany
Ulf Laube 75 27% AdventureCentre Röhrig shaft mine (‘Grünes Gewölbe’), Wettelrode, Germany

Fig. 5   Four cover images of “Mine Water and the Environment” in the 40th anniversary issue for 2021 (issues 3 and 4 are drafts)
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the journal can have a new cover every year. This will ensure 
that Mine Water and the Environment will continue to have 
an attractive cover in the future.

The Future

Writing about the future is like looking into the crystal 
ball—no one knows what will happen. The editorial team 
will do all that it can to satisfy your needs related to infor-
mation on mine water, and will strive to maintain, if not 
improve, the journal’s quality and its relevance to both 
researchers and practioners. However, ultimately, the qual-
ity of the journal depends on the type and quality of papers 
that it receives. Although we receive high numbers of 
manuscripts from China, most of these relate to mine water 
inrushes. Although this is a very serious problem in China 
and deserves an important place in this journal, it is not 
relevant to most of our readers outside of China. So, this 
is a special plea to all of you who are sitting on research 
results that you suspect would interest many of our readers, 
if you only had the time to write them up—please make the 
time! Mine Water and the Environment is currently in the top 
quartile of the world’s water-related journals, but it will not 
remain there without your help. We need more enthusiastic 
authors, and while we are at it, enthusiastic reviewers, and 
editors. Equipped with these qualities, we look forward to 
another 40 volumes of Mine Water and the Environment.
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